YNPN-Milwaukee Chapter

Board Meeting

September 6, 2006

Minutes

Present: Bridgette Carter, Tina Chan Sweenie, Elysse Chay Wageman, Ayiesha Domino-Brown, Jonathan Green, William Janisch, Nadine Kinnunen, Nicole Lightwine, Nicholas Lyons, Milika Miller, Maggie Skarich, and Janet Steinbruener
Board Commitment and Announcement

Bridgette thanked everyone for signing their board commitment forms.  Nick and Mary are working on a press release.  Maggie will provide them with a list of board members.  They will put together something within the week.  It was suggested to give this piece to Erin, as she has a connection to the Milwaukee Business Journal.

National Update

Bridgette reported that the national YNPN is a 501c3. They tried to get that status for the local chapters, too, but they were denied.  That means that the Milwaukee chapter will have to apply on its own. The national office will have a call on September 7th to discuss the process.  Bridgette will be on the call.
Maggie met with Linda Ngyuen of the national and DC boards the week before the meeting.  Linda recommended that it is ok to have for-profit employees on the board as long as they would support the mission.  Also, she stated that the DC office and national board has specifically never stated a position on any political official or issue.  They do events with people from all points of view.  As those in person discussed this issue, they decided the Milwaukee chapter would move forward on a case-by-case basis, but will ‘tread lightly’ at all times.

Finally, Bridgette reported that along with being on the national board, she is on the board development committee and the “stronger chapter committee.  Additionally, she will help plan the national conference and will work on the national newsletter. Anyone with story ideas should pass them to Bridgette.  

Committee Update

Education

Ayiesha was proud to announce the Autumn Educational Series.  On October 11th, there will be a Marketing 101 session at the YWCA over a brown bag lunch.  On November 9th, there will be an evening event with a higher education panel.  UWM and Marquette have been confirmed on this panel.  Tina, Nicole, and Bridgette will work on someone from Alverno.  Additionally, there will be a literature table for distance and certificate programs.  In early December there will be a personal/professional coaching session.  Nadine offered another coach for this session.  She will work with Ayiesha.

Nick asked for everyone to let him know what locations their organizations had available (or not!) for meetings.  

The next education committee meeting will be September 19th at 7:30 at the Starbucks by Red Arrow Park.

Social 

The next committee meeting will be September 21st at Community Shares.  Elysse suggested that we do one event in early December.  Everyone agreed.  After some discussion, it was decided that there would be a toy drive at this event.  Someone from the committee will post a message on the list serv looking for nominations for whom to donate to.

Technology/Communications/Marketing

In Mary’s absence, the group discussed the logo.  After some discussion, it was agreed that we would keep the logo as is, but remove the phrase “serving thousands of nonprofit professionals since 1997 (use that elsewhere in marketing materials), add “Greater” to before “Milwaukee Chapter”, and move the phrase “Serving-Connecting-Empowering” above Greater Milwaukee Chapter.  

Elysse reported that she has a connection to a free web site developer.  Additionally, she will commit to doing bi-weekly updates on the website.  She asked for content suggestions. Please contact her if you have an idea.

The committee is next going to work on a marketing plan.  Mary needs to schedule a next meeting.

Bylaws

In Erin’s absence, Maggie reported that the first bylaw committee meeting would be October 24th at 6pm.  Anyone who is interested in this committee should contact Erin.

Next Meeting

As previously scheduled, the next meeting will be October 4th at 6 pm at Paddy’s Pub.

